Clinical profile of cutaneous leishmaniasis in Faifa-Gizan, South west province of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (A study of 140 cases).
A preliminary study was conducted to know the age, sex distribution and clinical pattern of cutaneous leishmaniasis (CL) in a remote hilly area, Faifa, Gizan situated in the South West region of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. C L accounted for nearly 5% of the new outpatient attendance in the study period (1988-90) of 20 months. Out of the 140 new patients who formed the study group, 82 were males (58.57%) and 58 females (41.43%) in the age range of 9 months to 60 years. Ninety two patients were children (65.71%) below 15 years. including 58 boys and 34 girls and CL is a major public health problem in children of this area. The fact that out of 140 affected individuals, 134 were local Saudis and 6 non-Saudis reveals the autochthonous nature of the disease in this region. The clinical spectrum included dry crusted ulcers, erythematous indurated plaques, nodules, papules, and oozing shallow ulcers. The lesions were distributed mostly on face and extremities. Response to pentostam (Sodium stibogluconate) was highly satisfactory.